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quart  of  water,  and  she  got  a  tea-cup  full  every  five  minutes,  but 
frequently  refused  to  take  it,  when  more  than  milk-warm. 
There  was  an  evident  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  oesophagus. 
She  had  occasional  retchings  and  vomitings,  which  nearly  ap¬ 
proached  to  convulsions.  Two  drachms  of  the  sub-carb. 
potass,  were  dissolved  in  a  quart  oi’  water,  and  she  took  a  tea¬ 
cup  full  of  this  solution  and  the  starch  alternately. 

At  nine  o’clock  she  appeared  more  sensible,  was  able  to  speak, 
and  answered  my  questions  pretty  correctly.  She  complained  of 
an  excruciating  burning  pain  in  the  throat  and  stomach  ;  when 
she  attempted  to  take  any  thing  more  than  milk- warm,  it  was 
insufferable  Pulse  now  120,  not  so  irregular ;  warm  fomen¬ 
tations  were  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  starch  and  solution  of  the  sub-carb.  pot.— -11  o’clock. 
Still  suffering  severe  pain  in  her  throat,  and  all  over  the  abdo¬ 
men,  which  is  more  swelled ;  vomited  four  times  since  I  saw 
her.  Ordered  to  continue  the  starch  and  warm  fomentations, 
but  to  stop  the  solution  of  sub-carb.  potass. 

Tuesday  morning,  8  o’clock.  She  appears  more  composed, 
but  impressed  with  the  idea  that  she  is  dying.  I  endeavoured 
to  remove  this  impression,  and  her  mind  became  more  tranquil. 
She  complained  bitterly  of  the  severe  treatment  of  her  friends. 
Pulse  112,  very  much  corded,  and  intermitting  occasionally. 
She  slept  none  during  the  night,  and  vomited  frequently  ;  ab¬ 
domen  less  swelled.  The  warm  fomentations  had  given  relief, 
but  the  burning  pain  still  continues.  She  seems  much  exhausted  ; 
has  had  no  stool  these  two  days.  Ordered  her  an  injection,  and 
to  continue  the  starch  for  drink.  Having  gone  at  this  stage,  in 
company  with  two  friends,  to  breakfast  with  Dr  M‘Donald, 
I  mentioned  the  case  to  him.  He  desired  me  to  try  the  white  of 
eggs,  stating  that  it  would  reduce  the  muriate  of  mercury  to  a 
submuriate.  At  11  o’clock,  I  found  her  nearly  as  when  I  left 
her.  The  injection  had  given  her  some  relief  of  the  pain  in  her 
belly.  I  gave  her  the  white  of  two  eggs  beat  up  with  cinna¬ 
mon  water  ;  and  ordered  the  same  quantity  to  be  given  every 
half  hour,  and  to  intermit  the  starch.  At  2  o’clock  she  felt 
rather  easier,  had  vomited  only  twice  since  morning ;  pulse 
104,  not  so  much  corded  ;  profuse  ptyalism ;  has  had  three^ 
stools  with  tenesmus,  since  the  time  I  had  seen  her.  Ordered 
an  emollient  injection  ;  to  continue  the  white  of  eggs,  and  warm 
fomentations.  At  5  P.  M.  found  her  very  weak,  but  the  pain 
of  abdomen  much  relieved,  and  tenesmus  gone.  At  10  o’clock, 
she  continues  better,  but  animal  spirits  much  depressed  ;  vomit¬ 
ing  not  returned.  Ordered  to  continue  as  before. 

Wednesday,  10  o’clock,  A,  M.  Says  she  had  a  good  night’s 
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sleep:  burning  pain  of  her  throat  and  stomach  much  abated ; 
two  stools  during  the  night ;  free  from  tenesmus  5  frequent 
startings  during  her  sleep;  pulse  <00,  soft  and  more  natural  3 
worst  complaint  now,  excessive  vertigo  and  weakness  $  inspi¬ 
rations  deep  and  heavy.  Ordered  a  little  weak  soup,  and  two 
table  spoonfuls  of  the  infus.  cinchon.  three  times  a  day.  She  had 
refused  to  take  any  more  of  the  white  of  eggs  since  last  night, 
but  before  that  had  taken  thirty  two. 

Thursday,  found  her  sitting  up  in  bed,  and  continuing  to  get 
better. 

Friday,  she  was  up  and  convalescent. 

About  ten  days  after  this  she  called  on  me ;  said  she  had  no 
complaint,  except  the  giddiness  of  her  head,  and  excessive 
weakness  of  her  whole  system,  especially  the  joints,  which  with 
difficulty  support  the  weight  of  her  body  ;  looks  healthy  and 
takes  her  food. 

The  first  matter  vomited  was  carefully  examined,  and  by  the 
tests  was  proved  to  contain  a  quantity  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  solution. 

I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe,  that  starch  possesses  the 
power  of  combining  with  part  of  the  chlorine  of  the  corrosive 
sublimate,  in  a  similar  way  to  the  white  of  eggs.  I  have  made 
a  lew  experiments  with  this  substance,  and  mean  to  try  it  still 
farther. 

My  principal  object  in  detailing  this  case  is,  that,  through 
the  medium  of  your  widely  circulating  Journal,  it  may  attract 
the  attention  of  some  one  who  is  zealous  for  the  advancement 
ol  professional  knowledge,  and  who  may  have  opportunities  of 
examining  minutely  the  effects  produced  by  combinations  of 
different  substances  with  corrosive  poisons  ;  impressed  as  I  am 
with  the  idea,  that  there  is  much  to  be  discovered  where  the 
field  lor  research  is  so  extensive. 

Belfast ,  27 th  April  1818. 


v. 

Case  of  Recovery  from  the  Effects  of  Oxalic  Acid.  By 
R.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Maidstone. 

As  the  fatal  consequences  of  taking  the  oxalic  acid  instead 
of  sulphate  of  magnesia  have  lately  become  frequent,  I  trust 
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